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Nonstandard Offering Workgroup
Meeting Minutes
Date:		09.25.2024
Time:		9:00 – 10:00
Location:	Microsoft Teams Meeting ID 1197180977					
Call In #: 	Microsoft Meeting +1 857-327-9230 | Conf ID 530 551 991#





Vertex Pharmaceuticals Inc.| 9:30-10:00 | Diagnostic Mammograms

	NSO Submission Date
	 9/23/2024
	Submitted by: Name | Phone #
	Jeannine Theall, 68859

	Account Name | #
	Vertex Pharmaceuticals Inc., Account # 3840027
	Sample Group Number
	002284214, 002362457, 002324849, 002362458

	Anniversary Date
	1/1
	Requested Effective Date
	1/1/2025

	Assigned Underwriter
	John Dillon
	List SMEs needed for discussion 
	

	New or Revised NSO Request?
	New
	Date of initial NSO request
	

	New Sale, Renewal, or RFP?
	Renewal
	Account Size
	 4,197 subs /10,285 members

	Insured or ASC
	ASC
	OLB Plan Name
	Blue Care Elect Preferred 100 with Copay & Blue Care Elect Saver $1600 

	Performance Guaranteed Account?
	Yes
	Pharmacy Carveout Y|N?
(If Y include PBM)
	Yes


Offering/Benefit Requested:
	Vertex Pharmaceuticals is asking BCBS to bring forth a request again to cover diagnostic mammograms at 100% for effective date 1/1/2025. 

WTW shared a compliance piece indicating that the general conclusion is an HDHP can likely provide coverage with no risk because breast cancer screening is listed as a “safe Harbor” by the IRS. Though breast MRIs/ultrasounds are not specifically listed, the safe harbor uses the term “mammograms”, which appears to include many breast cancer screenings, not just an exclusive list.

The request is for the PPO and Saver Plans.


Decision:
	Status
	Comments Concerns Action Items

	[bookmark: Check1]|X| Approved
|_| Denied
|_| Pending
|_| Closed
	NSO recommended offering zero cost on non-saver plans and zero cost after deductible on Saver plans for all breast health imaging benefits. If the accounts determines that they only want zero cost on non-saver and zero cost after deductible on Saver plans, this is also approved, however we need to know where they land so the appropriate rider and coding can be put in place.


Discussion
Introduction
· Request to remove cost share on diagnostic mammograms regardless of diagnosis.
· Discussion involving PPO and saver plans.
· Clarification on diagnostic mammograms not being preventive and thus not bypassing deductibles on saver plans.
· Existing rules allow routine (preventive) mammograms to bypass deductibles.
· Consideration of covering all diagnostic tools (e.g., MRIs, ultrasounds) under the same umbrella as breast health imaging.
· Clarification needed on whether request includes all diagnostic tools or just mammograms.
· There is no diagnostic mammogram under safe harbor. 
· If it falls under the safe harbor, this was related to telehealth which ends at the end of 2024.
Claims Processing, Coding, Rider Application
· Breast cancer screening is preventive.
· The accounts previous request for routine at zero cost share
· We can approve zero cost share for diagnostic mammograms on the non-saver plans. For Saver plans this would be zero cost after deductible.
· Are they looking for this also on MRIs & ultrasound, these are different procedures
· Are they looking for the breast health which includes breast imaging, MRIs & ultrasound.
· Breast cancer screening is mammogram diagnostic is not a screening.
· Recommendation is that we offer the all-breast health imaging, diagnostic services.
Conclusion
· Approval to cover diagnostic mammograms at no cost share for PPO, deductible applies for saver plans.
· Recommendation to cover all breast health imaging tools for consistency.
· We need to know where this lands, does the account want to proceed with just mammograms or all breast health imaging.




Form Revised 05.02.2016
image1.png
MASSACHUSETTS




